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 Note for future classes: For students entering the eighth grade in the 2012-13 school year, a course in health education is required prior to graduation 

2007-2008 
Class of 2011 

2008-2009 
Class of 2012 

2009-2010 
Class of 2013 

2010-2011 
Class of 2014 

2011-2012 
Class of 2015 

23 units to include: 
• 4 units English 
• 3 units math (one unit = or 

> than algebra 1) 
• 3 units science (1 w/lab) 
• 3 units social science, 

including United States 
history and geography, 
world history and 
geography and government 
and economics 

• .5 unit New Mexico history  
• 1 unit physical education 
• 1 unit communication skills 

or business education or 
language other than 
English 

• 7.5 units electives  
 
 
 
 
 
 
For NM Diploma, must take and 
pass all sections of the NM High 
School Competency Exam 

23 units to include: 
• 4 units English 
• 3 units math (one unit = or 

> than algebra 1) 
• 3 units science (1 w/lab) 
• 3 units social science, 

including United States 
history and geography, 
world history and 
geography and government 
and economics 

• .5 unit New Mexico history  
• 1 unit physical education 
• 1 unit communication skills 

or business education or 
language other than 
English 

• 7.5 units electives  
 
 
 
 
 
 
For NM Diploma,  must meet 
threshold for high school exit on 
11th grade SBA or  demonstrate 
competence through portfolio of 
standards-based indicators 
(Suspended for Class of 2011) 

24 units to include: 
• 4 units English 
• 4 units math (one unit = or 

> than algebra 2) 
• 3 units science (2 w/lab) 
• 3.5 units social science, 

including United States 
history and geography, 
world history and 
geography and government 
and economics, and .5 unit 
New Mexico history  

 
• 1 unit physical education 
• 1 unit career cluster, 

workplace readiness or 
language other than 
English 

• 7.5 units electives  
 
One of the above units must be 
honors, Advanced Placement, 
dual credit, or distance learning 
 
For NM Diploma of Excellence,  
must meet cut score for high 
school graduation assessment on 
11th grade SBA or use a portfolio 
alternate demonstration of 
competency   

24 units to include: 
• 4 units English 
• 4 units math (one unit = or 

> than algebra 2) 
• 3 units science (2 w/lab) 
• 3.5 units social science, 

including United States 
history and geography, 
world history and 
geography and government 
and economics, and .5 unit 
New Mexico history  

 
• 1 unit physical education 
• 1 unit career cluster, 

workplace readiness or 
language other than 
English 

• 7.5 units electives  
 
One of the above units must be 
honors, Advanced Placement, 
dual credit, or distance learning 
 
For NM Diploma of Excellence, 
must meet cut score for high 
school graduation assessment on 
11th grade SBA or use a portfolio 
alternate demonstration of 
competency   

24 units to include: 
• 4 units English 
• 4 units math (one unit = or 

> than algebra 2) 
• 3 units science (2 w/lab) 
• 3.5 units social science, 

including United States 
history and geography, 
world history and 
geography and government 
and economics, and .5 unit 
New Mexico history  

 
• 1 unit physical education 
• 1 unit career cluster, 

workplace readiness or 
language other than 
English 

• 7.5 units electives  
 
One of the above units must be 
honors, Advanced Placement, 
dual credit, or distance learning 
 
For NM Diploma of Excellence,  
must meet cut score for high 
school graduation assessment on 
11th grade SBA or use a portfolio 
alternate demonstration of 
competency   


